
The Application Essay
● The only part of the application you have full 

control over
● The most exciting and revealing piece of the 

application 
● Illustrates how you are a good match for our 

school
● Shows your desire to learn and succeed within a 

college environment
● Not graded by Olympic judges! We don’t start 

with a “10” and deduct for every error. This is as 
much about an emotional connection as an 
intellectual one, and the best conclusion you 
can hope for is “I really like this kid!” 



Getting started
● oral draft - try out a topic on a friend 

in order to test your ideas and find 
your natural “voice”. 

● Revise - try discussing your topic with 
a parent or teacher to find a slightly 
more formal tone and deliberate 
structure. 

● Write -Try a few different topics to 
see which feels most natural to you



Types of Questions

● Defend a belief or value - make sure you 
feel strongly about your choice of the issue. Ask yourself 

about the issue “so what?” Keep it on a personal level

● Character portrait - reveal what you value 
through describing how someone has influenced your life 
and thinking.  You might begin by listing several values you 
hold.  Then think of a person or character who embodies 
those values.  

● Tell a story - but do more than entertain.



Common Essay Mistakes

● Showcases your weaknesses
● Contains errors in grammar, punctuation, and 

spelling. 
● Is too long or too short (pay attention to requested 

length)
● Doesn’t answer the question
● Uses too many “thesaurus” words
● Feels “forced” (it’s important that you write what 

comes naturally to you – don’t write for the reader). 
● Trivializes the essay - such as writing about writing the 

essay
● Inappropriate topic – too broad, impersonal, or 

shocking



Elements of a successful essay

● Thoughtful and organized – it flows naturally
● Unique – this does NOT mean that it has to be about 

some incredible experience to be worth expressing. 
Wonderful essays are often about simple ideas or 
moments that were meaningful to the writer. 

● The topic clearly interests the writer
● Shows rather than tells – you should give the readers 

such convincing evidence that we draw the 
conclusions that you would want us to draw.

● Makes a point and gets to the point.



Essay Checklist

● Is the essay interesting to you?
● Will it stand out because it shows who you really are?  
● Is it important to you?
● Do you show how you think?
● Do you illustrate the issue, story or experience? 
● Is your presentation neat, logical and clearly stated?
● Is there a good transition between separate ideas?
● Did you make a conclusion rather than ending with a 

summary?



The airport is filled with unspoken tension, flights delayed or cancelled, the potential disaster 
of plane crashes lurking. My brother Brian seems to sense this as we board the plane, or maybe 
he is aggravated by the engine’s roar as we walk down the long hallway to the door of the plane. 
Either way, he is nervous. I grip his hand to calm him down, then loosen my grip, remembering 
his dislike of human touch, so unnatural to me. Other people turn and stare at the grown man 
with the slow, loping gait, but he doesn’t notice. “I won’t have a seizure,” he says, but whether it 
is to reassure the rest of the world or himself I do not know, for he cannot tell me: Brian is a 29 
year old autistic.

Autism is a difficult disorder to define and even more difficult disorder to understand. My 
mother remembers Brian at age one as a brighter than average youngster. At twenty-nine, my 
brother is considered to be fairly high functioning merely because he can speak. His withdrawal 
from human interaction became apparent before age three, and has never fully been reversed. 
Yet despite his dysfunction, Brian connects with me in a way no other human being can. From the 
moment I became aware of him as a tiny child, I found him the most fun of my older brothers and 
sister. He was not detached and adolescent like them, he was playful and easily amused like me.

It was not until I was about four that I recognized that he had a problem, that his range of 
communication was inferior to mine. This was a difficult idea for me to accept that there were 
people in this world who had problems thinking and expressing themselves, people who would 
need caretakers the rest of their lives. I had to come to terms with the idea that I too was Brian’s 
caretaker, in the sense that I was mentally more capable and had to look out for him. I also had 
to learn that Brian had difficulty understanding change, that he would always treat me as the little 
sister I used to be instead of the person I was becoming. 
Yet having Brian for a brother has taught me some other things that have become second nature 
to me. Because of him, I try not to make judgments about others based on only their behavior. I 
try to find the good things in people that balance out their shortcomings. Most of all I have tried 
to reach Brian’s ideal of unconditional love, that love that he has for certain things that stay 
constant in his life, like train rides or McDonald’s or his family. 

As the plane turns down the runway to take off, Brian sits forward in his seat, 
clutching the armrests. My mother and I talk to him about different subjects to try to calm him 
down: the relatives we are going to visit, the things we are going to do, asking him if he wants a 
hug or a lifesaver to relax him. He answers “Yes,” to almost every question, even those he doesn’t 
know the answer to. The plane starts to speed up and I ask him to count to ten in Spanish with 
me. We count forwards, and then backwards, and then forwards again. Occasionally he is 
distracted by a noise and tenses, but I simply ask him what number comes next and he returns to 
counting. With rhythmic certainty we count upwards, slowly and surely in unison as we ascend 
into the sky.



…

…

…



The issue of global environmental citizenship is paramount to the well-being of 
modern society and an absolute desideratum of future generations.  This is an issue 
of particular importance to me as an avid outdoorsman and an environmental 
science student. We have had an opportunity to study this issue in-depth, and the 
essentiality of this concept has become blatantly obvious.  

The concept of global environmental citizenship incorporates a salmagundi of 
ideas. Central to the concept is the idea of sustainable development. Sustainable 
development is a call for maintenance of consumption, industrial output, and waste 
and pollution at levels which will not compromise the opportunities of posterity, while 
maintaining economic growth and employment opportunities. This concept may 
seem quixotic and unattainable, but a coterie of scientists and economists, under the 
guidance of the United Nations, set forth a set of realistic proposals that would 
ensure maintained human progress without bankrupting the resources of future 
generations. Another of the myriad of ideas incorporated in global environmental 
citizenship is to stultify environmental racism. Environmental racism is the practice of 
exposing minorities and impoverished communities to an inequitable share of 
environmental hazards.  A final central theme of global environmental citizenship is 
that the measures to achieve this concept must benefit everyone equally.  

The tools and ideas necessary to ensure our future and the future of our 
children are at hand. Steps must be taken to combat this perfidy of industry which 
has lulled much of society into desuetude. This can be accomplished through 
increased literacy, increased access to information, and increased political freedom. 
This process has also been encouraged by the spread of democracy and sharing of 
both information and power around the world. 


